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Towns & Districts covered
by this plan

- Welshpool

- Port Welshpool

- Hedley
The total population of the Welshpool
postcode area is 706, of these 482 are

adults, and 171 are children between 0
- 14 years (ABS Census 1991).

Key Issues facing our Community

The Key Issues for the Community are:

Isolation and remoteness from basic facilities taken for granted in larger
communities

Threat of industrial development which would be out of step with local interests and
wishes

Extremely limited public transport (one return Bus Service & Taxi Service)
Roads - capacity and condition limits ease of access
Lack of access to:
* Education facilities (Secondary, Tertiary for Mature age and Adults)
* Employment assistance - youth/adult/mature age
* Health services
* Aged services
* Youth Counselling services
* Affordable broadband Internet access
* Safe bike riding and walking tracks
Youth and Sporting facilities

Tourism facilities — accommodation, board walks, quality boating facilities, scenic
viewing areas, promotion

Likely increase in population of retired people and holiday house owners
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Vision Statement

Values

Strategy

Tactics

1.

Strong sense of community and the safe, friendly environment
Appreciation of the natural beauty and visual integrity of the area
Appreciation of the rural lifestyle.

Port Welshpool’s village atmosphere.

Hedley as a farming community.

Welshpool as the commercial centre

Barry Beach as the industrial area.

Encourage new businesses and industries that are sustainable and respect the
values of the local people.

Increase eco tourism and passive boating
Undertake revegetation projects particularly in environmentally sensitive areas.

Maintain the rural lifestyle while attracting a reasonable level of facilities and
services

Increase the prosperity of the community - without sacrificing the above natural
assets

Raise the profile of the RAMSAR site for migratory wader birds
Steer industrial development to Barry Beach
Encourage commercial activity to Welshpool

Establish a working relationship with all levels of government to ensure local
community values are considered in decision-making

Include all ages and groups in the decision making process

Encourage community groups to work together and share information, Create a
tourism industry centred on the natural attributes of the area

Work with government to attract an investor to establish a Marina at Port
Welshpool

Establish a master plan for Port Welshpool

Work towards establishing walking tracks to link Welshpool, Port Welshpool &
Hedley.

Promote the area to potential new residents
Work with local government to establish youth counselling services
Continue to attract health services to the Rural Transaction Centre
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Identified Development Outcomes:

© 0 N o O b~

Encourage business - development, tourism and infrastructure growth

Encourage the sustainable development of the towns while respecting
community values and the natural attributes

Develop a master plan for Port Welshpool in conjunction with all levels of
government

Encourage the development of outdoor recreational spaces for youth
Encourage commercial businesses to Welshpool

Keep industrial development at Barry Beach

Raise the profile of the areas natural attributes including the RAMSAR site
Encourage the sharing of information between all local organizations
Consider and consult with all age groups on proposed projects.
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Project Summary

The Welshpool and District |£Y
Community have developed a |4
community plan aimed at
surveying and documenting the
aspirations and values of the local
people.

Four separate workshops were
held as well as a number of
surveys. The results of these are
attached. All comments made
have been listed. While there
was a diversity of issues raised
however it was interesting to see
the areas where there was
consensus across all of the communities and age groups. Notably these were what
people most liked about the area i.e. the sense of community, the beautiful landscape,
natural environment and the feeling of safety. Most agreed that any industry wanting to
establish here must not threaten those attributes.

The most supported projects for the area were the establishment of a Marina at Port
Welshpool and a series of walking tracks and trails connecting the three communities.

Our youth expressed a need for safe access to outdoor recreation areas. They want to get
out and ride their bikes and horses in safety. This highlights the need to establish safe
walking tracks linking Welshpool and Port Welshpool, which would make access to the
Recreational Reserve and the beach at Port Welshpool accessible to off road pedestrian
traffic.

The issue of a lack of entertainment for older children was raised consistently. Events
such as discos and Freeza concerts should be encouraged.

The lack of future employment opportunities for our youth as well as part time work during
their school years was raised. Encouraging tourism-based industries could help to supply
part time work for some of our youth as well as providing local career opportunities.

Objectives to be achieved - Project Outcomes

Develop a master plan for Port Welshpool

2. Work with local government to establish walking tracks and trails connecting
Welshpool, Port Welshpool and Hedley using the old tramway and railway
corridors

3.  Work with local and state government to attract youth counselling services to
the area

Promote Welshpool Port Welshpool as a tourist destination
5. Encourage local businesses to invest in tourism type services
6. Promote our area to attract new residents
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Format

NT PLAN

The Forum consisted of:

w0 DnPRE

An introduction by the facilitator-Doug Stark.
Two introductory getting to know you exercises.
A questionnaire to discover basic information about the participants.

Individuals and small groups examining the advantages and disadvantages
for young people of living in the Welshpool area.

A "Mindmap" exercise which consisted of a focused brainstorm of what
needs to happen to

improve the lives of young people in the district.

A "Futures" guided imagery exercise to allow participants to imagine
themselves and the

Welshpool district in 10 years time.
A written evaluation of the day.
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Participants

The Youth Forum consisted of nine young participants: 6 females and 3 males, ranging in
age from 8-15 years of age and was also attended by six adults from the community. Most
people lived either in Welshpool or Hedley. Participants found out about the Forum either
through their parents or the Junior Fire Brigade and attended, for the most part, because
they wanted to have a say in the decision making about the future of Welshpool and the
surrounding area.

The expectation of the day was that the young people present would be listened to and
that at least some of the ideas generated would be translated into new activities for them
in Welshpool. Participants had a range of outside interests including Tae-kwon-do, music,
swimming, shooting, motor bikes, school, boys, having fun, being happy and Harry Potter.

The most important people in their lives were Mum, Dad and friends with the main reason
being the support they obtained from them. The main advantage of living in the Welshpool
district stated in the questionnaires was the fact that it is a quiet and friendly place. The
disadvantages included not a lot to do for young people, lack of shops catering for
teenagers and the fact that friends lived some distance away and it is difficult to get to see
them.

In relation to being able to change one thing in the area the main thing suggested was
using the railway track in a variety of ways , for walking, cycling or motor bike riding.

The person most admired by the participants included: Mum, Mr Bean, a teacher from the
Alpine school, and Tony Lockett.

In 10 years time participants expected to: have invented a variety of things; be training for
the Olympics; working as a hairdresser, singer or model; going to university.

Disadvantages of Living In The Welshpool Area

No jobs for young people
Lack of public transport
Having to travel by car to attend activities

Friends usually in other towns and so difficult to socialise or attend activities
after school

The bus to school leaves really early and it is a long bus trip top school

Reliance on parents for transport who often have other important work
commitments

Not a large variety of shops

Lack of variety in activities for young people locally

Noisy neighbours (motor bikes early in the morning)

Time it takes to drive to Toora pool on hot days

Gossip and the fact that everyone knows everyone else® business
Too many weeds
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Advantages of Living in the Welshpool District

A beautiful clean environment with lots of fresh air

Close to the beach

Low crime rate and it is a safe place to be out after dark

It is quiet and peaceful

The people are friendly and you can feel part of the community

The food tastes better than in the city

Privacy

It's easy and safe to ride into Welshpool

It's possible to have your say in a small place and possibly change things

Mindmap Exercise

"How to improve the lives of young people in the Welshpool area?"

Issues/ideas that rose from this focused "brainstorm" included:

Transport

Need for young people to have access to a community bus to take them to
Foster and Yarram, particularly in the evenings.

This transport could also be used for weekend excursions to Melbourne and
other towns to investigate what facilities are available for young people.

Environment

Issue of young people wanting to clean up the environment e.g. weeds in
Shady Creek, but difficulties in communicating with DNRE, the Shire and the
Water Board and regulations preventing young people from engaging in such
activities.

Health Issues

Activities

Need for better access to a doctor and a pharmacy which can provide basic
health information
Need to be able to access a counsellor for dealing with youth issues.

Idea for a Welshpool "Youth Festival" to which young people from other
towns locally are invited.

Need for a venue to play and listen to music.

Movies at the Welshpool hall?

A venue for video nights-Rural Transaction Centre?

Revive indoor cricket competition.

Network games on the computers at the RTC.

Contact other young people- statewide, Australia wide and internationally via
the Internet, for ideas.
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The Local Park
Construct a challenging "rock™ adventure playground.(excursion to
Bairnsdale adventure playground?).
Marine, mini-golf in the park.
Construct a Ferris Wheel in the park?
Use the park for a range of different events e.g. archery, kite flying, go karts
etc.

Fund Raising
Set up a Youth Committee to raise funds specifically for activities for young
people and also to be linked to the Advisory Group.
Organise a local "Freeza" event.

The Media
Contact the newspaper and take photos to explain what young people are
doing in the area.

Shopping

Need for a wider variety of shops in Welshpool: clothes; sports; music.

Use Of Railway Track
Investigate use of track for walking, cycling, motor bike riding.

"Futures"- Guided Imagery Exercise

Participants responded to this by drawing or writing about their “futures”. Generally,
responses indicated that the young people may not be living in the Welshpool area but
would be coming back frequently to visit. Most responses were optimistic about the future
of Welshpool: less run down; more people; bigger; more exciting; colourful; a tourist
destination-but still a community.

N.B. It would be valuable to do this particular exercise with a larger group of young people
and get them to explain their responses to the whole group.

Evaluation

For the majority of the participants the best part of the Forum was the opportunity to be
with other young people and have their say on a range of issues and present their ideas.
Generally participants wanted at least some of the ideas explored further and at least one
individual suggested looking into the idea of funding to assist development of some of the
ideas raised.

Overall participants found the Forum interesting, but would have liked more young people
to be present. A final comment from one participant it was much better than they had
anticipated and that they were excited about the future.
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Suggestions for Follow Up

1.  This process be followed up and explored with a larger, more
representative group of young people, possibly the Welshpool Junior Fire
Brigade group.

2.  That a priority list be established of activities that might be put into
operation.

3. A smaller group be formed to concentrate on organising one high profile
initiative that can gain the attention of the media, and obtain support from
the surrounding community.

4.  This "Youth Group" liaise closely with the Welshpool Advisory Group who
can offer advice and support in the form of mentoring.
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The Welshpool Planning Workshop Public Meeting was conducted by the Welshpool &
District Advisory Group at Welshpool, Port Welshpool and Hedley. Need to write more

here.
Quiet Beautiful environment
Opportunities Slow pace
Fresh air Grapevine
Peaceful Safe Sense of Community
People ‘Scenic Amenity’
Weather Lots of room to walk the dog
View Ease of driving
Landscape Lack of pressure
Proximity to Melbourne and other Looking for holiday site — stayed
centres
Work Sense of Relief when you get home
Safe environment for kids Gippsland region
Easy to get to know people Rural Flavour
Everything is close by Nowhere more beautiful
Business Home
Walk everywhere Lots to do — fishing, bush walking,
Closeness to Melbourne biking, boating
Everything is entertaining Cost/Price
Schools Quiet
Greenery Silence & Solitude
Room/space Not over-developed
Sense of humour No spending/consumer pressure
Not enough volunteers Lack of toilets at Long Jetty
Not enough sporting equipment End of Shire and out of sight
Lack of Public Transport Political pressures
Weeds, rubbish & ragwort High cost of living
Lack of walking/riding tracks Sandfly’s — Port Welshpool
Lack of job opportunities/youth Lack of petrol
employment Lack of Medical — chemist and doctors
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Hall Recreation Reserve, Weather
Public Toilets

Fishing Industry, Farming Industry
Golf Course

Long Jetty, beach, boat club, port
facilities

School, kindergarten, shops, RTC
Hotels, Post Office, Caravan Parks

Fire Brigade, Motor Bike Shop
Church, Historical type sites
Highway, Passing traffic
Coastal landscape/scenery
Museum

Dingo Creek

Old tip site — parkland

Agnes Falls

Bypass road around town

Police station

2 roundabouts in Welshpool

Seal all roads and footpaths

Use terminal building for community
groups

Encourage people to abide by by-laws
Continue to upgrade parks and gardens
Relocate certain industry on foreshore
Better control of illegal campers

Town mail delivery

Maintain natural balance of flora on
beach

Information Board covering the history of
the Long Jetty

Maintain existing amenities

Seal boat parking area

Toilets at Long Jetty

Better Tourist Promotion

Community Gardens

Walking/Bike Track

Getting more people to take on volunteer
work to maintain our assets
Community Event Notice Board
Heritage Listing for Long Jetty
Walking path to school

Transport

Money

Recognition as the gateway to South
Gippsland

Tourist attraction in Park

Signs town entrance — Rotunda
RAMSAR site — needs higher profile
Holiday activities

Tourist Information Board/Map
Better planning guidelines

Tourist facilities — B&B, tea rooms
Bus tours

Footpaths to stadium

Better rubbish facilities

Mini Golf
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The next activity involved creating a vision for the communities into the future — how do
you see your community in the future:

Friendly interactive people Volunteerism

Civic mindedness Don’t have to worry about burglary
Sealed roads, made footpaths The way it is — to remain the same
Future will be great Children playing

Peaceful Creative housing

Beautiful gardens Social interaction

Sense of humour Happy people

Nice people Clean

Cooperation Big supermarket

More use of existing and man made Sense of your own space

facilities Community market — bartering and
Everyone working together and donating sharing produce

time to community Well maintained

Safe and people looking out for each Neutral colors on houses — aesthetic
other qualities blended with surrounds

Project/ldeas generation

Everyone was asked to identify projects that would assist the communities to achieve their
vision of their ideal community, taking into account the above analysis. When all the
projects and ideas were placed on the wall the community was asked to put them into
categories.

The following is a list of projects under identified categories:

Terminal building (Port Welshpool) Railway land to be used for community
utilized for separate aged groups in Beautify park area in Welshpool
adult/family/youth and child (clubs etc) Maintain community facilities

50kim speed limit for Lewis Street to be Encourage more volunteers
encouraged Rubbish bins and cutting boards on jetty
Noise regulations Develop old Railway Station (13
Signage to and from Welshpool and Port VOTES)

Welshpool

Install/replace handrails to beach steps

Native plants (2 VOTES) Enforce minimum housing standards, i.e.
Sand fly control colour choices, building standard,
neatness
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Marina development (2 VOTES) Service Station at Port Welshpool
Aquaculture development at Barry Rural education centre

Beach area Pet shop

Fast Ferry service from Barry Point to Movie pictures in the hall

Tasmania Prom tours ferry service for day trips
Marine Science campus at Foster Promontory promotion at Port
Secondary College and laboratory on Welshpool

end of Long Jetty

Christmas and Easter street party BMX Skate Park (2 VOTES)
Visiting Circus Police Station for Port Welshpool
Visiting GP and prescription service Aged care facilities (2 VOTES)
Sports balls

Walking/Bike tracks (9 VOTES) Seal boat parking area at Port

Toilets at Long Jetty (2 VOTES) Welshpool

Mini Golf Two roundabouts for Port Welshpool
Motor Bike track Seal all streets in Port Welshpool

Ring road around Welshpool Install concrete footpaths in
Transport Port Welshpool (1 VOTE)
Signage at each end of town, e.g. Relocate Sea Pac to Barry Point
Gatevv_ay to South Gippsland — use land for prime

Small industry area development (2 VOTES)

Natural Gas through local towns
Better maintenance to town entrances
Look out tower

Upgrade info at Welshpool Rotunda

Heritage listing at Long Jetty

History Board at Long Jetty

Seal car parking areas in both towns
(Welshpool & Port Welshpool)

Information tourist attraction Develop more tourist attractions
Boardwalk, viewing tower and bird hide (3 VOTES)

History exhibition Community market
Encourage tourist operators to

the area (1 VOTE)
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Summary

Given the small number of people in attendance at this workshop, the amount
of work competed was fantastic. The priorities were set utilizing a dot voting
method — participants were given three dots and asked to think of them as
each representing $1000 or 100 hours of volunteer time. Two dots were put
on the number 1 priority and 1 dot on second priority. The following is a
breakdown of the results of this voting system.

PROJECTS VOTES
1. Develop old railway StatioN .............ueuueeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiie e 13
2. Develop more tourist attraCtionS .......ccooeeeeeeeeeeee e 9
3. WalKING/DIKE TraCKS ... 2
4. Toilets at LONG JettY ..o 2
5. Aged care faCilitieS ....ocooeiiiieeeee e 2
6. Marina deVelOPMENT ... 2
7. NALIVE PIANTS L 2
8. Relocate Sea Pac to Barry Point — use land for prime development............. 2
9. VISIING CIICUS oo 2
10. Install footpaths at Port Welshpool............oovviiiiiiiiiiieeee 1
11. Encourage Tourist operators to the area..............eeeveviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeieeeeieeeeee 1
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The Port Welshpool Planning Workshop Public Meeting was conducted by the Welshpool
& District Advisory Group at Welshpool, Port Welshpool and Hedley. Need to write more
here

| was born here, | have been away to
other places but | keep coming back to
Port Welshpool

Unspoilt environment

Landscape

Safe environment for children

Good boating facilities

Clean, Green and Fresh

Came for the beauty, stayed for the
lifestyle

Community Spirit.

Good schools, Hospital and Medical
facilities within close proximity

Relaxed lifestyle

Good jetties

Safe Harbour

Safe Access to Bass Strait

Developing sense of community

Safe Beach for children

Lovely foreshore

Close to shopping facilities at Welshpool

What are Port Welshpool’'s Strengths?

Proximity to Melbourne — under 2 hours
drive

Excellent boating & Fishing areas
Clean foreshore

Diversity of landscapes and scenery
within close proximity — Hills, Grand
Ridge Road, Beach.

Museum

Eco Tourism Opportunities

Proximity to Wilson’s Promontory and
Corner Inlet

Historical Relationship between
Tasmania and Islands

Close proximity to major retail centres
Historical Link to Oil and Gas Fields
Safe Beach

Wildlife, Birds, Fish and Ramsar site
Corner Inlet

Victorian Coastal Council recognise Port
Welshpool as a site of significance
Off Street Caravan, Bus and Boat
parking.

Caravan Parks

Tourism Businesses

Public Toilets. Rotunda. BBQ.
Playground

Long Jetty

Warf

General Store

Only all tide boat ramp in South
Gippsland Shire

Boat ramp ability to cater for all sized
boats

Safest access to Bass Strait

Boat storage facility
Seapack

Deep sea facilities
Coastal Patrol Base
Ports and Harbours
Hotel/Bistro

Takeaway Food outlet
Commercial fishing fleet
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Not yuppie — diversity of people.

Position — within 1 hours drive to 3 major
regional centres

Boat Club

Bowling Club

Fishing Club

Friendly people - Community Spirit
Wealth of local

knowledge e.g. fishermen

Recreation Reserve. Basketball.
Cricket Club. Golf Club. Bowling Club
Sporting facilities - Tennis Courts.
Inexpensive living.

Reasonably priced real estate (for now).
Safe environment for kids/families.

What do you think are Port Welshpool's Weaknesses?

Lack of tourist information

No footpaths from the Long Jetty to the
Store

Lack of tourist accommodation- motels,
s.c. cabins, B & B’s

Shop opening hours — close too early
Lack of variety in food outlets and eating
houses

Lack of fish washing facility

Signage for Ferry Terminal still exists

Boating infrastructure eg. fuel supply,
lack of lighting & water at fishermen’s
wharf.

Lack of boating & fishing supplies eg.
chandlery, angling equipment, marine
services.

Lack of security lighting at wharf,
parking area, boat ramp & some streets.

General appearance of industrial area at
the entrance to town.

No conference facilities in South
Gippsland

Lack of outlets for spare parts for boats
etc.

Limitations of current infrastructure at the
Port

Can’t buy fresh fish locally
Lack of community hall/meeting place.

Lack of public Transport. No V/Line bus
stop in town.
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What are Port Welshpool’s Opportunities?

More Motel accommodation Tourist attraction based on Sea Cat
Attract visitors from nearby regional History

centres. Tourist promotion and leaflet
Promote the RAMSAR site. Cleaned and maintained beach
Eco tourism linking in with Marine park. (tussocks)

Tourist information boards Alfresco dining on Wharf

SCUBA diving tours Encourage wind surfers

Keep Port Welshpool as Sea Kayaking, paragliding
residential/tourist area. Craft Shop

Develop walking tracks between the Café — restaurant — eateries

town Sell fish & chips on the wharf

Island hopping cruises to Tasmania Whale watching tours
Environmental tours to the Prom Koala tours to Snake Island

Paths Long Jetty to the store along Inlet fishing charters.

foreshore, connecting towns, walking Long Jetty Toilets

and riding tracks Security lighting and lighting on boat
Monthly market ramp

Service Station Encourage home based business people
Monash Robotics facility to relocate here e.g. IT based industries
Facilities for boating industry Encourage marine based service
Water, power, fuel on Wharf industries e.g. chandlery, engineering,
Attract investment for a Marina and marine mechanic, boat & fishing
associated works supplies.

Upgrade carparks Ports and Harbours to move into part of
Attract boats, fishing vessels, yachts, the Ferry Terminal

small ships. Port Albert — Port Welshpool sea way
More commercial development at link

Welshpool

Resurrect Tennis Club, Football Club Power lines underground near Long
Community Centre in Ferry Terminal Jetty (masts from boats)

Proper planning Retain environment and lifestyle
Quiality lifestyle for community and Acknowledge community’s input and
visitors ideas and not to compromise the
Access to Princes Highway community plans

Encourage younq retirees. Market Port Welshpool and South
Community action Gippsland to the broader community
Continued Community input — Improve relationship between South

volunteers, community working together  Gippsland and Wellington Shires
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What do you see as Port Welshpool’s major Threats?

Industrialisation of the foreshore Building designs not being sympathetic
Poor Planning to the coastal strategy — need to protect
Lack of consultation by local government coastal village atmosphere, discourage
with community multi story developments.

Inappropriate industrial developments People building oversized sheds on
within the town house lots.

Community apathy due to lack of Lack of the implementation of the
information Rescode.

More windfarms Lack of ratification of state

Jet Skis legislation/policy

Below are a number of suggestions for projects that should be encouraged at Port
Welshpool. Those present were asked to vote for their number 1 priority and then 4 other
projects that should receive priority. The Marina & Associated support service industries
attracted the most amounts of number one priorities. The other projects in bold received
votes in the descending order outlined below.

PROJECTS VOTES
1. Marina & associated support service iNdUSEIES............eevveiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeee 17
P2 o ] o BN 1= Y o Y1 = P 9
3. Attract investment in tourist acCOMmMOdatioN ..........coovvviiiiiiiiiineee e 7
4. Board walk, viewing tower, Bird Hide west of the long jetty.........ccccceeeeeee. 7
5. Encourage boat tours, ferry Operators. .......ccoooooooooiiiieee e 7
6.  COMMUNITY CONIIE..ciiiiiiiiiiii et e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e eerannn s 6
7. Underwater viewing marine species facility at the end of the long jetty ...... 6
8. SEIVICE STALION e 6
9. Tourist attraction and localitieS Map. ......ccoooieiiiiiiie s 5
10. Increase touriSM & MarketiNg.......coovriieiiiiiiie e e e e e e e e eeeaannes 4
11. Snake Island Koala tOUrS ........uuiiii et eeeaeees 3
12. Encourage eCo tOUFISM PrOJECES ..iiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeiiiiiiies e e e e e e e eeeaaana e e e e e eeeeennnnns 3
13. Organic Food outlet or festival. Join in the Shires Slow Food Festival....... 3
14. Long Jetty Information & History Board.........cccoevvviiiiiiei e 2
15, AFt/Craft OULIET. ..ot e e e e e e e eeaeene 1
16. Tourist & Environmental information display ........ccccoeeiiiiiiiiiiiiciiee e, 0
17. Bass Strait petroleum History diSplay ..........ueeeeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 0
RS TS €= 1A= T oo T o I =1 1 o USSR 0




Community Centre Coastal patrol

Craft Shop Marine Safety Council
Tourist information centre. Restaurant

Monash weather and robotics monitoring Educational Facility

station NRE

Ports & Harbours Services for boating people

Marine licensing facilities
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Rural Area

Quiet

Natural, relatively unspoilt environment
Historical Aspects
Climate/Weather

Fresh Air

Landscape

Bird life

Diversity of Fauna & Flora
Good farm land

Remnant Native Vegetation

What are Hedley’s Strengths?

Good Rainfall

Sense of Community among long term
residents

Sense of Freedom

Close proximity to the Coast

Beach & water activities

Open, welcoming community

Very supportive community in times of
crisis

Safe place for children

Bush telegraph

Gods own corner of the Earth
Beautiful landscape

Diversity within the landscape
Within 1 hours drive of 3 regional
centres

2 % hours drive from Melbourne
Forest.

Natural environment — Ramsar Site,
Nooramunga Coastal Park, State

Lack of industrial development
Threatened Flora species growing here:
Native Orchids, Banksia & Coastal
Heathlands.

Diverse farming community — good Cheap Real Estate
farmland

Privacy

Church

Low turnover of residents — once people
come they tend to stay

Recreation Reserve

Fire Brigade

Solid citizens

Children have an important place in the
community

Community Hall

Page 22



What do you think are Hedley’'s Weaknesses?

Drainage problems at the base of the
foothills creates flooding on the flats
Lack of planning

Lack of co operation between Shires
with regard to road maintenance

Farm consolidation (getting bigger)
creating empty houses and losing
families

Cheap rental attracting casual tenants
Lack of employment

Lack of volunteers

Lack of political clout

Lack of enforcement of by laws

What are Hedley’s Opportunities

Motor bikes riding through the bush
Dumping of old car bodies and rubbish
in the bush

Straddles two Shire boundaries

Different By Laws

Jurisdiction for Law Enforcement unclear
Lack of Shire garbage collection

Protect the natural environment
Walking track along Telegraph Road
Eco tourism attractions

State forest walks from Greenaways
Road
Nooramunga Coastal Park

Unique natural environment Ramsar site

Create small lifestyle properties, 3 -5
acres along the Highway between the
Nine Mile Creek bridge and Rossiters
Road

Maintain our community values

Keep Hedley as a Rural area
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What do you see as Hedley’s major Threats?

Public liability, people coming onto Signs for events are being left nailed to
properties and leaving gates open, litter trees and not removed
and lack of toilets if tourism increases.

Uncontrolled weeds — blackberries, pine Vineyards or other small lot intensive
trees farming could impact on farming
Losing the right to farm if lifestyle people practices i.e. sprays

move into farming areas and complain Lack of clarity on the land rights
about noise, moving cattle on roads. legislation

Uncontrolled vermin Salinity

Rising water table

Aging volunteer community — young Being on the border of two Shires makes
people need to take a more active it difficult to be represented as a single
voluntary role community

No common gathering point for daily Lack of community focus since the loss
community interaction of the School & Shop

Job opportunities for youth
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How would you like to see Hedley develop over the next 10
Years?

Eco tourism — walking tracks, (private Developed in a structured way
property must be respected however).

Needs to be patrolled to prevent

camping in the bush

More housing and small acreage but Maintained as a rural/farming community
restricted to along the South Gippsland
Highway

Retain and rehabilitate the natural bio Repair environmental damage from past
diversity of the area/ practises

Encourage the planting of indigenous

species.

Are there any types of developments you would not like to see
in Hedley?

Intensive Tourism

Factories Wind farms
Coal mining Vineyards
Major land clearing Plantations of non-indigenous species

Large scale farm forestry on productive farmland being developed by corporate
landowners
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Below are a number of suggestions for projects that should be encouraged at Hedley.
Those present were asked to vote for their number 1 priority and then 4 other projects that
should receive priority.

The projects are listed in voted priority order:

PROJECTS

1.

N o gk oo

Walking track along Telegraph Road with viewing points along the way of
Nooramunga Coastal Park

Marine Science Campus

Monash University/Aerosonde Rural Robotic Facility
Road/Rail improvement/Transport

Low impact/high technology type industries

Aged care units

Home based industries i.e. computer type occupations, this would require low
cost broadband access

Boutique food manufacturing i.e. cheeses, Deli trails
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Welshpool & District Advisory Group Community Planning
Welshpool/Port Welshpool/Hedley/Barry Beach/Agnes

Beautiful With an hours drive to 3 separate
Peaceful regional centres, under 2 hours drive to
Away from the rate race. Melbourne

Amazing Landscape Friendly safe area for families

Pollution free compared with the La

Trobe Valley

I work from home so the tranquillity People are friendly

results in more effective operation. Low overheads

The opportunity to operate a tourist It was within our financial grasp and our
based industry conducted from home trade at the time

N/A | could operate from anywhere Some times it is a very pleasant feeling
The landscape is a natural tourist that you can be part of a small town
attraction growing up

A lot of people have community spirit
and try to shop locally

Tourism needs to be given a higher Lack of growth in the area

profile. Some business operators are You cannot keep everyone happy
not tourist friendly. Being able to sell a business such as
Lack of diversity in food outlets. ours is and could be a big problem

Need more tourist accommodation
Lack of population

Page 27



Return of fast ferry.

Tourism.

Baby boomers retiring down here and
bringing new ideas.

We will be seeing an increase in
population moving down here from the
Eastern suburbs and the Peninsular.
These people will be the drivers of an
increase in services and diversity of
business.

There is a need for conference facilities,
there isn’t any in the Shire at the
moment and this is an opportunity going
begging.

Boat tours to the Prom.

Eco tourism.

Tours to Snake Island to view the
Koalas.

Promoting the RAMSAR site

Promoting the Long Jetty

Boardwalk & Viewing tower on foreshore
Barry Point Deep Sea Port

Mariana for Port Welshpool

Tourism - Services providing for Tourism
will be our major earner.

Monash University plan to establish
Robotic Facility could be a long term
bonanza

Abalone Hatchery on the foreshore
Major developments in Foster or Yarram
Windfarms

Insensitive siting of industrial
developments

More farm amalgamations and more
loss of employment

If major things happen to create lots of
employment in this area large business
will come there and all small business in
this town will not be able to contest the
large conglomerates.

A lot of wind turbines

Conference facility

Increase in tourism and accommodation
More employment opportunities.

Return of fast ferry.

More population

Heavy industry at Barry Point creating
more employment leading to more
housing

Abalone farm on the foreshore
Windfarms
Unsightly industrial developments

Less population and employment
Large conglomerates setting up in
opposition
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The building of a conference centre
Building boardwalk through the
mangroves and promoting the RAMSAR
site

Boat and Ferry tours to the Prom

Koala tours of Snake Island

Monash proposal could become a major
campus which in turn would open up a
lot of opportunities

Deep sea port — could attract services
and industry to this area

An industrial zone with services to back
that area up.

Plan for Welshpool/Port Welshpool
residential expansion

Marina at Port Welshpool

We need better maps for tourists that
come to this area available through all
shops in area

Larger water storages — larger dam
further up the Agnes river

Larger sewerage scheme (with land
disposal) no outfall lines

Small cottage industries to bolster
tourism. Cheese/wine etc

Promote this area as a back packer
route to Tasmania. Sea travel through
Port Welshpool, air travel through
Yarram. Both in infant stages but could
be improved

Generally better tourism services and
amenities. le: Bituman car parks.
Security lights. Better playground
equipment. More B.B.Q. areas.
Walking/Riding Trails

Market and repair Long Jetty with a built
in service/repair allowance made for
future of the long jetty

Toilets at the Long Jetty

Marina for Port Welshpool using Sea
Cat Terminal for administration

Plan for a retirement village in the area
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WELSHPOOL
Fresh air
Open spaces
The views
Small country community
Lots of room
Small town
Hills
Wilson’s Prom
Quiet, can’t hear any cars at night
The bush
The Park
Take-away shop
The RTC
Internet Access
Tae kwon do

Videos at Brenda’'s

Sports complex nearby
The Hall

Junior Fire Brigade
The shops

PORT WELSHPOOL
Beach
Fishing
Bushwalks
Small town

HEDLEY
There’s not really anything I like
Beach is close
Fire Brigade

WELSHPOOL
Plenty of room to ride my motorbike
It's near the water
| like Dingo Creek
Small town and everybody is friendly
It's quiet
Good community and friends
Near the beach and Wilsons Prom
Small population
The Space
Because it's quiet and peaceful and not
crowded or polluted
Nothing
No pollution
We live on the foothills and we have a
good view

Going fishing

No one disturbs us

| can ride into town, don’t have to be
driven

The art shows that they have sometimes
| can volunteer at the RTC or use the
Internet there

PORT WELSHPOOL
Small town, not too many people in town

HEDLEY
It's quiet and peaceful
Your closest neighbours are a kilometre
away
Not many people live there
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WELSHPOOL All of my friends live %2 to 1 % hours

No motorbike tracks close by

Mum has to drive me everywhere
Small community

There is no where to meet friends

You have to travel a lot to get places
Nothing

There isn’'t much to do depending on
your hobbies

Not enough shops

The distance to any where

Most big shopping centres are a fair way
away

Everything

There’s not a pool you can visit without
travelling for a while

Not much to do

Not much to do and you have to drive a
long way to go anywhere

There are almost no jobs. | will have to
be driven places if | want to work

away

Feel cut off

Hard to be social

Everyone knows you business

Hard to do after school activities like:
band, Tae kwon do, school meetings
Lack of fast food selection/shop
selection

PORT WELSHPOOL
Nothing for young people to do
Too many fast cars in our street
Older people always complaining about
noise

HEDLEY
There isn’t any parks, bike tracks around
S0 it gets boring because there’s nothing
to do apart from staying home

WELSHPOOL

Activities for young people

Cinema

Go carts

Bike track

Subway food outlet

The park

The facilities for kids like a really good
park

Well | feel Welshpool needs an area for
kids not like a park but a skate bowl or
something that will also bring more
people to Welshpool with that would be
better for the community.

Playground

A way to get into Welshpool without
parents having to drive you

More shops

More things to do

Schools

More kids things to do

The Park needs more equipment
Roads need improving

Maybe some sort of a bus to
Yarram/Foster would be good 7.00 am
and 7.00 pm

A discovery Trail would be cool around
the area

Improve general appearance, make it
look a bit more alive. Paintings etc.

PORT WELSHPOOL
The Port Welshpool Park
The long jetty

HEDLEY
The Hedley Fire brigade Station could
be made bigger. It could use a meeting
room and a desk room so all the paper
work can be done there and where the
tanks are kept (a very small room) it
could be bigger.
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BMX track — Traralgon

Paint ball range — Townsville
Gun-range — Foster

Motor cross track — Yarram

Ice skating rink — Canberra

Cool park — Lake Wendoree
Adventure Park

Bus Service

A bike riding track would be good. —
Leongatha

Fun ‘n’ Fitness track. — Sale

I would like a bowl or swimming pool
Skate bowl that is I've seen them nearly
in every town except for Welshpool; it
hasn’t got anything for kids

At Foster | have seen a skate bowl

A horse riding and hiking trail — Port
Albert

Ice skating arena — Canberra

A park suitable for older and younger
kids

Library

Clothes shop

Lake

Motor bike tracks — everywhere

Mini golf — Cowes

Motor bike track — Yarram

A Skate Park

Motor bike tracks — Yanakie

Walking tracks — most other towns
Skateboard ramp — Foster

Aquatic activities — Lakes Entrance
Paint some murals or something on
buildings — Korumburra

Disco — Freeza etc. Could be organised
in Welshpool Hall or something like that
— Yarram
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Welshpool & District Advisory Group
Community Planning
Welshpool/Port Welshpool/Hedley/Barry Beach/Agnes

Beach Itis close to the sea

It's a very small town unlike Melbourne Itisn’t busy

Country life Very clean, fresh, lots of forests/bush
Trees, Park, Agnes falls

School Swimming pool at Toora

Bush, | can ride my motorbike The RTC

That we have a museum Views of water and the jetty

Very quiet Good service at small shops

Jetty and Park Nothing

Cricket Town Center

Quiet and peaceful There aren’t many cars and people
Lot of room around the hills Basketball stadium

| can play footy The hills

Sport you can play Football oval

Near to town Netball

There’s lots and lots of fishing The space

It's not very busy I like riding my bike down at my house
It's a small town with not too many The museum

people and not much traffic Tennis Court

There isn’t many people The bush

Country and trees Peaceful

Shops Beach

Heaps of room Small town

School Clean air

Jetty Fishing

Quiet Everyone is very kind and friendly
Going to the beach Know most people and can talk to them
Bike track My friends are here

That it's small Very clean and private

Basketball
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Weeds near the bridge

Nothing

Not enough foot paths

How the people drive

Nothing to do

No beach in Welshpool

There’s nothing wrong

Not many shops

That it takes 1,000,000 years to finish a
project.

No fun things in the park

No motor bike track in Welshpool

You have to travel a lot to get anywhere
Distance to shops & cinemas

Always having to travel

No fast food places

Need more playgrounds

Need more shops

I hate helping my Mum & Dad on the
farm

There is not enough shops at Port
Welshpool

Everything’s so far away

There is nothing to do.

It's too quiet and boring (sometimes)
The farm

Your parents have to drive you at least
10 km for anything

We don’t have a really good park

More things sold in the shops
More parks

The long grass

Pool

Pony club

The park because it does not have good
equipment

The school

More play areas

A path to walk or ride a bike on
The shops

Welshpool Hall

More equipment in the park

A bike track

Mini Golf Course

Roads

Parks

An adventure park and a motor bike
track

A bike path leading to the school
The parks should have better play
equipment — like for older kids

The parks aren’t for older children
The new toilets need to be bright
The playground

A bus to run somewhere on the
weekends

Not enough bins at the beach
The Park

The tennis courts

| wish there was a swimming pool in
Welshpool

All the glass

Bike Track

Skate board ramp

Welshpool Hall

The long jetty

Fixing our park

Port Welshpool shop

Build more shops

Toilet block at the Long Jetty
Disco

The Museum
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McDonalds

Craft Shop at Paynesuville

Mini Golf like Lakes Entrance

A museum

Football

Jumping Castle

Restaurants

Big Shopping Centres

Library like Foster

A park like at Bairnsdale with a big slide
and good swings

An adventure park for teenagers
Drive In Movies

Motor Bike track

Sauna, Spa & Pool

A bus for weekend travel that kids can
use to get places like Leongatha and
Traralgon

Ice Skating arena - Canberra
Bowling Alley — Morwell

Swimming Pool — Toora

Skate Bowl — Lakes Entrance

Big park — Apex Park Moe

Safeway — Leongatha

A bike ramp

Target Store

A river

Roller skating rink — Moe

Big Water Slide

Sanity Music — Leongatha

KFC — Moe

Adventure Park — Frankston

Sweets shop

Disco centre for dancing on weekends
Huge Park with everything in it

Place for kids with pool table, juke box,
soft drinks

Adventure park

Bike Track

Cinema

Nature walk open to hikers and horse
riders like Port Albert

Recreational centre next to netball court
and football oval
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List of achievements as of January 2005
Draft of Port Welshpool Mast Plan submitted (not yet approved)
Walking Track commenced at Port Welshpool
Rotunda built at Port Welshpool
Rotunda mural painted with local fishing theme and locality & tourist maps included
Some sealing completed at the boat ramp and entrance
Welshpool rotunda given a face lift and tourism map included
Plan completed for Welshpool park and native planting commenced

Tourist information brochure stand set up in Welshpool Rural Transaction Centre
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